at
Sid Jacobson
Jewish Community Center
Jewish Studies & Lectures
2010/5771 Fall Program

Open TO all aT nO charge
MOnday, OcTOber 18, 2010, aT 7:45 p.M.

“HOW TO PROTECT THE BI-PARTISAN NATURE
OF SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL IN CONGRESS”
KeynOTe lecTure cO-spOnsOred wiTh aipac
(aMerican israel public affairs cOMMiTTee)
cOngressMan sTeve israel
cOngressMan peTer King
dr. sharOn gOldMan, MOderaTOr
Congressman Steve Israel (D), Congressman Peter King (R) and
moderator Dr. Sharon Goldman, AIPAC's Northeast Region
Political Director will discuss “How to Protect the Bi-Partisan
Nature of Support for Israel in Congress.” Join us to hear from
members of Congress from both sides of the aisle on why the
relationship between the United States and Israel is critical for
the security and strength of both countries.
Congressman Peter T. King

Congressman Steve Israel

ABOUT HERBERT TARR
Fifteen years ago the North Shore Institute for Adult Jewish Education was
renamed to memorialize Rabbi Herbert Tarr, the bestselling author and humorist whose
warmth, wit and wisdom exemplified in his critically acclaimed novels (Conversion of
Chaplain Cohen, Heaven Help Us!, So Help Me God, A Woman of Spirit, etc.) reached
both Jew and non-Jew, enhancing their appreciation and understanding of Judaism. Rabbi
Tarr was the quintessential Jew and truly believed that all Jews should respect and be
responsible for one another — be they Conservative, Orthodox, Reconstructionist or
Reform. This Institute, now comprising 18 synagogues including one Jewish Community
Center, abides by this philosophy. We are honored to fulfill Rabbi Herbert Tarr’s legacy.
Our program offers a diverse spectrum of courses designed to broaden
your knowledge and understanding of our rich heritage. The first hour will be devoted to the course
you select; the second hour will feature a different guest lecturer each week who will speak on
contemporary Jewish issues.
INSIDE: Page 2 - Courses • Page 3 - Lectures • Page 4 - Registration Forms • www.herberttarr.org

COURSES IN JEWISH STUDIES
Beginning Monday, October 25th, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Please select one 3-week course from SEMESTER I AND another 3-week course from SEMESTER II

SEMESTER I (October 25th, November 1st and 8th) MONDAYS

SEMESTER II (November 15th, 22nd and 29th) MONDAYS

Course #1

Course # 1A

Title: THE LIFE CYCLE OF THE JEW
Instructor: RABBI ROBERT D. BLOCK, ROSLYN SYNAGOGUE
Although Judaism addresses every activity of every day, we are most familiar
with what it has to say about the root events of life. Or are we? In this course we
will explore what our tradition says about birth, circumcision (Brith) redemption
of the first born (Pidyon Haben), Bar and Bat Mitzvah, marriage and death.
Traditional and modern sources will be employed and questions and class discussion will be encouraged.

Course #2
Title: GOSSIP, SLANDER AND THE INTERNET
Instructor: RABBI IRWIN HUBERMAN,
CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL
The Book of Proverbs warns us to “keep our tongues from evil.” But what about
our thumbs? Each day 2.5 billion text messages and 250 billion e-mails are sent in
America. Most of these unregulated messages are sent by teens. What are the laws of
Lashon Hara (malicious speech) and how do they apply to the computer age? Rabbi
Huberman will share his groundbreaking research on teenagers, text messaging, laws of
Lashon Hara, and the importance of grandparents, parents and teachers becoming
aware. This has implications for all ages.

Course #3
Title: “THE WAY OF MAN”
Instructor: RABBI ALAN B. LUCAS, TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
Martin Buber was one of the most significant religious thinkers of the 20th
century. In this short thirty-one page book, he presents the essential teachings of
Hasidism, the mystical Jewish movement which swept through Europe in the 18th
and 19th centuries. Told through stories of imagination and spirit, together with
Buber’s own unique insights, “The Way of Man,” offers us a way of understanding
ourselves and our place in a spiritual world. Challenging us to recognize our own
potential and to reach our true goal, “The Way of Man,” is a life-enhancing book.
(If possible, please get a copy in advance and read it for the first session. Copies
will be available the first night of class.) We will then explore this remarkable book
and its implications for finding meaning in our lives.

Course # 4
Title: WHAT HAPPENED AT MT. SINAI?
Instructor: RABBI MICHAEL MISHKIN, TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
“Matan Torah” (the giving of the Torah) is the most seminal event in Jewish
history. What happened at Mt. Sinai? What are some of the rabbinic understandings
of Matan Torah? How do we understand what happened at Mt. Sinai? In this course
we will examine these questions by looking at the Torah's accounts of the Mt. Sinai
event, classical rabbinic commentary, medieval rabbinic writings and modern
views.

Course # 5
Title: THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS: THEIR EMOTIONAL,
THEOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL BRILLIANCE
Instructor: RABBI MICHAEL WHITE, TEMPLE SINAI
We all know the holidays for their customs: Hanukah and the Menorah,
Succot and the Lulav, Purim and its masks and hilarity. Yet these sacred days
actually embody a sophisticated and enlightening way of thinking, and of relating
to the world. By studying the way each of these sacred days has been constructed
by our rabbis, along with the holy texts that have been assigned to them, we will
gain a new insight into their deep meaning, and what they teach us about how to live
our lives. This class is not a “how-to” class. We will not focus on the “what” of the
Jewish holidays. Rather, we will study the “why,” the way the holidays enable us to
see Judaism as a system of relating to each other and the broader world.

Title: HESTER PANIM: WHEN GOD WITHDRAWS
Instructor: RABBI CECELIA BEYER, TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
In the Book of Exodus, God states that no person can see God’s face and live.
The Book of Lamentations goes one step further, stating that God hid God’s face and
blocked human prayer. What is the theological meaning of a God who sometimes
withdraws from us? How can we turn to God in prayer, placing our trust and love in
One who sometimes turns away?
In this course we will explore what the Torah and our sacred texts have to say
about God’s presence and God’s absence in our lives, in the course of history, and in
our current events. We will use these sources to develop our own personal theologies
about “Hester Panim,” God’s face that is hidden from us and our relationship with
the Holy One.

Course # 2A
Title: NEW UNDERSTANDINGS OF OLD AND
NEW BIBLE STORIES
Instructor: RABBI TODD CHIZNER, TEMPLE JUDEA
Is there really anything new to learn from Noah or Jonah or Adam and Eve?
Yes, there is! In recent years, much work has been done in biblical scholarship that
reveals how the Bible we have always loved and revered happens to be a masterful
work of literature. This class will explore some of the fresh and original readings of
the Bible that will be accessible to both novice and experienced readers. Together
we will discover surprising parallels between biblical characters and passages. We
will also focus in on the nuances of biblical language in order to reveal newly
discovered intertextual structures.

Course # 3A
Title: THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL THROUGH SONG
Instructor: RABBI JUDY COHEN-ROSENBERG
COMMUNITY REFORM TEMPLE
Learn the history of the State of Israel by examining the lyrics to popular
Israeli songs of the past six decades. No knowledge of music is required, but we
might break into song every now and again!

Course # 4A
Title: MARTIN BUBER
Instructor: RABBI STEVEN MOSKOWITZ
JEWISH CONGREGATION OF BROOKVILLE
Explore the thinking of one of the greatest modern Jewish thinkers, Martin
Buber, who was one of the founders of Jerusalem's Hebrew University and
continues to influence the modern State of Israel. Buber helped to popularize
Hasidic thought with his publication of Hasidic stories. His impact continues to be
felt in both the Jewish and Christian world. We will read from Buber’s masterpiece,
“I and Thou,” and discuss how he suggests we find God. We will also discuss his
presentation of Hasidism in “Hasidism and Modern Man” and his views about
Zionism, detailed in the collected essays, “Israel and the World.” It is there that he
openly argues with Ghandi's civil disobedience as well as advocating for the
creation of a bi-national Jewish-Palestinian state.

Course # 5A
Title: THREE WISE MEN: THE LIVES AND LESSONS
OF HILLEL, AKIVA AND RASHI
Instructor: RABBI BENJAMIN DAVID, TEMPLE SINAI
We will explore the works of three early Rabbis who profoundly changed the
very trajectory of Judaism. Hillel and Akiva helped to shape the Judaism of
antiquity, contributing abundant material to what is now known as the Talmud.
Their names are in many ways synonymous with classic Rabbinic literature. Rashi,
a medieval French philosopher and commentator, has provided generations with
brilliant insight into our most sacred texts. Who were these men? How did they
become such iconic sages? Which of their lessons speaks most directly to us as
modern day Jews? How might their thinking impact our own? Texts in Hebrew and
English. All are welcome.
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LECTURE SERIES FOLLOWING COURSES
Registration in the Jewish Studies Courses (pg. 2) includes complementary admission to the following weekly lectures.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2010, 8:40 P.M.
Title: JEWS OF ITALY
Guest Lecturer: STANISLAO G. PUGLIESE

There has been a continuous Jewish presence on the Italian Peninsula
for more than 2,000 years, with a Jewish community in Rome before the
advent of Christianity. Join us for an informal discussion on the history
and culture of Italian Jewish life from ancient Rome through the Middle
Ages and the Renaissance with a special focus on the risorgimento,
fascism, anti-fascism and the Holocaust in Italy. We will examine the
history of anti-semitism, the development of the first ghetto, Italian Jewish
participation in the cultural revolution of the Renaissance and through
modern history, as well as Jewish life in Italy today.
Prof. Pugliese is professor of history and the Queensboro UNICO
distinguished professor of Italian and Italian American studies at Hofstra
University.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2010, 8:40 P.M.
Title: ABRAHAM'S JOURNEY—THE JOURNEY OF
EVERY FAMILY: HOW THE BIBLE HELPS IN
OUR STRUGGLES AS PARENTS AND CHILDREN
Guest Lecturer: RABBI NORMAN J. COHEN

Through the use of selected Midrashim (rabbinic interpretations of
the Bible), we will confront some of our own struggles as human beings
living today. The Rabbis of old used the process of Midrash to respond to
the challenges they faced. We will use it to find contemporary meaning
in the Bible as it relates to the timeless questions with which we all deal.
We will ask how these stories relate to us and help us cope with our
problems and relationships. We will see what the biblical characters can
teach us about who we are and who we aspire to be.
Dr. Cohen is Provost of Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of
Religion.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2010, 8:40 P.M.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2010, 8:40 P.M.
Title: WHY DO SOME EVANGELICAL CHURCHES
SUPPORT ISRAEL? CAN A CHRISTIAN
TRULY BE A ZIONIST?
Guest Lecturer: IRVING ROTH

This lecture will focus on the theological and political issues that
drive Evangelicals to Zionism and the support of Israel. What are the
perceived and real negatives that keep many Jewish groups away from
them? Is conversion and the “second coming” a factor? Is there a price for
their support? Is their support unconditional?
Irving Roth, Director of the Temple Judea Holocaust Center, lectures
nationally and internationally on the Holocaust.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2010, 8:40 P.M.
Title: HOW I FINALLY BROKE OUT OF
MY PRISON OF SILENCE
Guest Lecturer: JACQUELINE GROSSMAN

Ms. Grossman will discuss her deeply moving book, “Chased by
Demons: How I Survived Hitler's Madness in my Native France,” a
haunting and beautifully written memoir of her childhood in France. It
took over 60 years for her to reveal her story – to tell how she escaped, how
she survived, and how, at the age of eleven, she became a surrogate Mother
for her two younger sisters, and how the skills that she mastered as a child
when hiding from the Nazis became shackles on her psyche in later life.
Ms. Grossman's accomplishments as an author, sculptress and
teacher are truly awe-inspiring.

Title: JEWISH CUSTOMS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF
THE LIFE CYCLE
Guest Lecturer: RABBI PAUL KUSHNER

In the Jewish religion superstitions are plentiful and are related to
life cycle events. Learn the difference between a custom and a superstition. Why did your grandmother say so many strange things such as “ugly
little girl,” and spit the first time she saw your beautiful baby boy? What
is the real reason for breaking a glass at weddings? Superstitions have
been inherited from our ancestors and, whether you believe in them or
not, the world of superstitions allows us to take a fascinating look into the
historical archives of Jewish life.
Rabbi Kushner is Rabbi Emeritus of Congregation Shaarei Shalom.
He is a graduate of Columbia University, the Jewish Theological Seminary
and Hebrew Union College and a frequent lecturer at Molloy College.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2010, 8:40 P.M.
Title: THE MANY FACES OF SEPHARDIC JEWS
Guest Lecturer: RABBI MOSHE TESSONE

We will explore the vast landscape of different Sephardic communities –
their commonalities and differences in the context of the greater Jewish
Community, as well as the history of the early Sephardim in America and
the recent growth of the new Middle Eastern communities.
The presentation will highlight specific cultural, social and religious
comparisons of the different types of Sephardim and reflect some of the
distinctly unique and beautiful aspects of each community and their
importance in our contemporary Jewish world.
Moshe Tessone is a Rabbi and Cantor and the Director of the
Sephardic Community Program of Yeshiva University.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2010, 7:45 P.M.
FINAL SESSION
THREE SHORT PROVOCATIVE FILMS
Join us for a stimulating and interesting night at the movies as Isaac Zablocki, Director of the
Israel Film Center at the JCC in Manhattan and one of the leading presenters of Jewish and Israeli
films, presents three short provocative films: “Oranges,” ”Shnaim,” and “Bus Station-Ir Amim.”
Each story is a gem and will make you think. Be prepared for an engaging, exciting and
enlightening discussion led by Isaac Zablocki.
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PLEASE REGISTER EARLY BY MAIL
BEFORE OCTOBER 1ST.

PARTICIPATING CONGREGATIONS

Please complete form below & mail with a $25.00
registration fee for each individual, made payable to:
herbert Tarr north shore institute
Mail to: herbert Tarr north shore inst.
c/o sid Jacobson Jewish community center
300 forest drive, east hills, ny 11548

MEMBERS

CHAIRS

CHEVRAT TEFILLA, PORT WASHINGTON

Sondra Winder, 883-5393

COMMUNITY REFORM TEMPLE, WESTBURY
Rabbi Judy Cohen-Rosenberg
333-1839

David Middleman, 333-7662

CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL, GLEN COVE
Rabbi Irwin Huberman
676-5080

Susan Freelund, 671-8903

JEWISH CONGREGATION OF BROOKVILLE

The $25.00 registration fee includes one class in each
semester PLUS the entire lecture series.
For those not registering for a Jewish Studies course, there will
be a fee of $5.00 per person for each lecture, payable at the door.

Rabbi Steven H. Moskowitz
470-1700

NORTH COUNTRY REFORM TEMPLE, GLEN COVE
Rabbi Janet B. Liss
671-4760

Irene Fogel, 674-8430

OLD WESTBURY HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi Michael Stanger
333-7977

COURSE REGISTRATION FORM

Bunie Veeder, 333-2289
Renee Mordfin, 822-9013

PORT JEWISH CENTER, PORT WASHINGTON
Rabbi Sheila Goloboy
944-7202

Last Name

First Name

Street Address

Town

Phone Number

RECONSTRUCTIONIST SYNAGOGUE OF THE NORTH SHORE

Zip

Rabbi Lee Friedlander
Rabbi Jodie Siff
627-6274

ROSLYN SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Robert D. Block
484-0697

Congregation

Beile Block, 484-9138
Edith Levy, 484-0053

SHELTER ROCK JEWISH CENTER, ROSLYN
Rabbi Martin S. Cohen
741-4305

Please fill in Course No.
Semester I Course No.______

Lee Parker, 621-8762

Semester II Course No.______

Shirley Shulimson, 385-6041
Judith Turkewitz, 248-2534

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL OF PORT WASHINGTON
Rabbi Michael Mishkin
767-1708

Victor Himel, 767-0747

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM, ROSLYN

COURSE REGISTRATION FORM
Last Name

First Name

Street Address

Town

Phone Number

Congregation

Please fill in Course No.
Semester I Course No.______

Rabbi Alan B. Lucas
Rabbi Cecelia Beyer
621-2288

Florence Meyer, 621-6250
Bob Perla, 621-6448
Pearl Halegua, 484-6587
Ellen Walk, 742-3787

TEMPLE JUDEA OF MANHASSET
Rabbi Todd Chizner
621-8049

Zip

Bea Gerstein, 747-2867
Lynn Levine, 484-0997

TEMPLE SHOLOM OF FLORAL PARK
Rabbi Joshua Plaut
718-343-8660

Maxine Baden, 718-631-4696

TEMPLE SHOLOM, WESTBURY
Rabbi Simcha Zamir
334-2800

Helene Sigalow, 333-5067

TEMPLE SINAI, ROSLYN

Semester II Course No.______

* We reserve the right to cancel any course due to insufficient registration.
See www.herberttarr.org for additional registration forms.

Rabbi Michael White
Rabbi Benjamin David
621-6800

Howard Berrent, 484-1952
Fran Nagin, 626-9080
Ronna Niederman 484-9691

TEMPLE TIKVAH
Rabbi Randy Sheinberg
746-1120

Pam Winter, 248-6141

SID JACOBSON JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER, ROSLYN
Department of Jewish Life & Learning
484-1545

Rabbi Lina Zerbarini

ADVISORY MEMBERS

Directions to
Sid Jacobson Jewish Community Center

Miriam Bregman, 365-8389
Marion Lowenthal, 621-4786
Shirlee Roberts, 621-0323
Fredda Klopfer, 671-8418
Michael Klopfer, 671-8418

frOM lOng island eXpressway (l.i.e.):
exit 39, take glen cove road north (approx. 2 miles) to
northern blvd. (route 25a). left turn (at shell gas station)
onto northern blvd. at 2nd traffic light make a left turn onto
forest drive. follow road around to parking lot.
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